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What ?
How?
Where?

 Feminizing and Feminization
 

 

 
 

Gender role/Gender inequality
Labour feminization/managerial feminization

Women's empowerment



Togetherness
Femininity principle
Productive relationship

Dualism
Androcentric system

Theories on the move
Ecofeminism

Women as nurturers of life
Features:

vs

 

 



Body-based discourse
Women's isolation and separation from social
reality
Essentialism

Construction of gender
Empowerment of women in a sexist society
Affinity groups

Critics

vs



Environmental sustainability and environmental justice 
Women's perspectives in programs and projects

Lack of realistic investments in education and vocational
learning
Isolated women's problems 
Homogeneous category

Women and the Environment
Women as daily administrators

 
Features:

Negative aspects:
 



Women in development
Gender readings of policies and laws
Social construction of roles and behaviors
Women in their relationships with men and within women
Women's concept of development

Concept of sustainable development
Equal goals for women

Gender, environment and sustainable
development

Women as a leading force
Features:

Tricky points:
 

 



Do these theories abandon their idealistic and static
contexts?
Does women's activism involve not only  States and
international actors but also local communities and
civil society?
Do they reform the substantive gender inequality
discourse and change the institutional framework?
Do feminist approaches touch areas of International
Law resistant to feminist analysis?

 
Women's activism and engagement in

International Environmental Law
 



Declaration of the United Nations Conference on
the Human Environment: "human being" 

Principle 21: Masculin preponderance

The 1980 World Conservation Strategy: "women in
need"

The World Conference to Review and Appraise the
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for
Women (Nairobi 1985): "Areas of special concerns"

Feminist storyline in International Environmental
Law scenario

 

 

 

 

 
 



1986 United Nation Declaration on the Right to
Development: "new colonies" 

World Women's Congress for a Healthy Planet:
"women's daily problems and material constraints"

Women's Action Agenda for the 1992 UN
Conference on Environment and Development in
Rio de Janeiro: "entry point of ecofeminism"

United Nation Conference on Women in Beijing
(1995): "vulnerable group"

 

 

 

 



Declaration and the Plan of Action for Sustainable
Development (2002): "gender consideration"

The Millennium Development Goals and the
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (2015): "cross
cutting women's issues"

The Sustainable Development Goals:
"interconnected and innovative women's network"

 

 

 

 
 

Main issues:
Representation, Advocacy and Construction of identity

 



Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of
Discrimination Against Women: art. 14
1992 Convention on Biological Diversity
2000 Decision V/16 of the Convention on Biological
Diversity: art. 8 (j)
Second Working Group for the Review of
Implementation of the Convention (2007)
National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans
Fao Treaty (2001)
Un Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other
People Working in Rural Areas (2018)

Main evidence of Feminization of Agriculture in
International Environmental Law

 



Feminization of Agriculture offered new
emerging issues to theorize in the women and
gender approaches and in International
Environmental Law

Influence of feminist literature

Progressive efforts of United Nations System
and civil society to implement feminist issues

Rumors of Feminization of Agriculture in
International Environmental Law

 



 
Branches of women's theories have no clear orientation in
influencing environmental law and decision making processes
The absence of one single oriented approach results in a
various and jeopardize gender perspective in environmental
fora
Environmental sexism and women's sphere of reproduction

Conclusion

 
 
 



 

Struggle to redirect environmental approaches
towards fairer practices for women and sustainable
policies
Feminization and Feminization of Agriculture
similarities:
Removing barriers requires fighting against
discriminations
Consideration of women's experiences
Focus on minor and local peculiarities of women
Challenges
Feminization associated with negative significance
New gender gaps and customary law exclusion
Feminization is especially present in certain fields of
international environmental law: climate change and
environmental justice
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