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Forest loss is defined as the combination of
deforestation and forest degradation.
Forest degradation refers to the thinning of the canopy
and loss of carbon without a change in land use. Forests
are expected to regrow (Curtis et al., 2018).

Mexican law states that forest degradation is the
process of decreasing the capacity of forest services to
provide environmental services, as well as their
productive capacity (General Law for Sustainable
Development, 2018).

Source: https://ourworldindata.org/deforestation#the-world-has-lost-one-third-of-its-forests-but-an-end-of-deforestation-is-possible



Source: https://ourworldindata.org/deforestation#the-world-has-lost-one-third-of-its-forests-but-an-end-of-deforestation-is-possible

Based on the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, REDD+ is proposed as an international policy
instrument that seeks to reduce emissions from deforestation and forest degradation, conservation and sustainable forest
management, and improvements in carbon stocks. Promoting that various countries join efforts to overcome the tipping point
and recover their forests.



Policies

FAO, 2020

Laws

Local responses to achieve
forest conservation

Reduction

Emissions

Deforestation

Degradation

Conserve, 
manage and 
increase 
carbon 
stocks

• Political Constitution of 
Mexico

• General Law of Ecological 
Balance and Environmental 
Protection

• General Law for Sustainable 
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Mexico has had experiences in the pr
omotion of strategies and actions that
promote REDD+ such as the early acti
ons carried out in five states: Jalisco,
Chiapas, Campeche, Quintana Roo a
nd Yucatan, these efforts have promot
ed changes in the vision of forest prot
ection in the related communities, one
of these changes are the institutional

and political articulation and participat
ion of forest communities, expressing t
heir interest in participating.

National REDD+ strategy in Mexico 
Still in implementation stage



The objective of this study was to identify the role of
forestry law and policy in Mexico based on the actions
that have been promoted to reduce forest degradation,
mainly in an area of western Mexico that has
participated in early actions and where support has
been requested for: forest harvesting; governance,
capacity building, and studies; restoration and
reforestation; conservation through payment for
environmental services; and environmental
compensation.
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Objetive of this
study

To achieve the objective, an exploratory, descriptive and comparative analysis of the support granted from 2011 to 2020 to 
ejidos, communities, and people (individual and collective) belonging to the Intermunicipal Environmental Board for the 
Management of the Lower Ayuquila River Basin (JIRA for its acronym in Spanish) in the state of Jalisco, which is made up of 
ten municipalities and, an analysis was made of the scope of the General Law for Sustainable Forestry Development and its 
Regulations. 



104 ejidos, 6 communities and 119 people have been identified.

Main findings
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In accordance with the rules of operation of the programs, categories of 
support were identified:

1. Forestry development
2. Forestry technical studies
3. Conservation and restoration
4. Forest plantations/production chains
5. Production and productivity
6. Forest protection
7. Payment for environmental services/payment for water 

environmental services. 

Of ten municipalities: Autlán de Navarro, Ejutla, El Grullo, El
Limón, San Gabriel, Tolimán, Tonaya, Tuxcacuexco, Unión de
Tula and Zapotitilán de Vadillo.
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119 people Individually, more support has 
been received for conservation
and reforestation than in ejidos 
and communities.



Weaknesses of forestry legislation in Mexico

• Limitations on State Forest Councils.
• Address land use change in forest areas located in the outskirts of cities.
• Failure to specify the functions of the National Forest Management 

System.
• Duplicity of content of articles.
• Automatic forest harvesting authorizations (ambiguity).
• Recognizes the legitimate possessor (peaceful).
• Restriction on Secretary of Agriculture (SADER for its acronym in Spanish) 

in the delivery of incentives to undertake agricultural activities in 
deforested areas. 



Conclusions

There is greater support for payments for environmental services.

The national REDD+ strategy recognizes more social actors can participate 
in decision making, but the legal framework limits this participation.

REDD+ policy in Mexico has advanced, but is still in the implementation 
stage.

Mexico's forestry legal framework has areas of opportunity that need to be 
addressed to address social participation and forest ownership.


